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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food Safety and Inspection Servica 

lbbcket No. OO-004Nl 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Food and Drug Adtninistration 

[Docket No. OON-05973 :3 .' 
.=?: 4 

Codex hlimentarius: Meeting of tbs. Co&x Committee on '1:: 
. . ..J 

(3eneral Principles 

Organization for Economic Cooperation and DevelcQment: 123 l.c. 
;: 

Meeting of the Ad HOC group on Food Safety 

AGENCIES: Food Safety and Inapecti.01.J Serv.ice, USDA; Food 

and Drug Administration, HHS. 
. 

ACTION: Notice; Public Meeting and Request for Comments. 

GUMMARY: The Office of Food Safety, and the Food Safety and 

Inspection Service (FSIS), U.S. Departzment of Agriculture 

(USDA) i and the Food and Drug Adminisrration (FDA) e U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), are 

Wonmoring a public meeting on March 22, .2aOO, to provide 

information and recei.ve public commenkn WI agenda items 

that will be discussed at'the Faurtsanth Ression of the 

Codox Ccxnmittce on General Princlplcs, April 10-14, 2000, 

and Lo provide information and receiva pl~blic comments on 

papers submitted and issues to be di.scusraed at the Second 
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Session: of the Organization for Economlt: Cooperation and 

Development (O&CD) Ad Hoc Group on FCJO~ GaEety, scheduled 

for March 27-28, 2000. Both groups arm echeduled to meet 

in Parie, France. The co-sponsors of the March 22nd public 

meeting recognize the importance of pro-vid-ing interested: 

partim the opportunity td obtain backgroxmd infcwmatian on 

the General Principles Committee of the Clodex Alimentarius 

Commiselon (CAC), and the Ad Hoc Task Fcxc:e on Food Safety 

of the dECKI, and to address iseues coming before thoee 

bodice. 

DATEG: The public meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 

22, 2000, From 1:OO p.m.. to 5:00 p.m- Ccmmenta must be 

received by April 24, 2000. 

ADDRESSES: The public meeting will be haId in the Madison 

Room, Washington Plaza Hotel, 10 Thomafl Circle. 

Massachusetts Avenue and 1~‘~ Street, NW, Wnehington, DC, 

20005, Copies of the documents listed in the natdce will 

be available for inspection at the offi.ce of the FGIS 

Docket Clerk, U.S. Department of AcpFcwlt~~re, Food Safety 

and Znspection Service, Room 102, Cotton Annex, 300 lZth 

Street, SW, Washington, DC 20250-3700, 6~. the Dockets' 

Management Branch (HFA-3051, Food and Druq Administration, 

5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 1061, Rockville, MI3 20852. The 

Cadex documents will aleo be akcessible via the World Wide 
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Web at the following addrees: 

ht~~:/~www.fab.orq/waicent/faoinfo/ect>momlr~/een/co8ex/ccgpl _-_ . ..__.. _-__ - -- -- 

5/cjpoo Ole.htm. Copies of the united States submission to 

the OECD compendium of national Enad ~afet:pr systcmR will be 

available on the Internet at 

http://vm.cfsan.fda.gov/-dms/f:s-ttzr:.kltlnl 0x1 approximabzly 

March 1, 2000. Gend an original and two t::opies of comments 

to: ~913 mcker: Clerk, Docket #OO-004N, 1J.S. Department Of 

Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection .ServJ.ca, Room 102, 

Cotton Annex, 300 12Ch street, SW, Washingr-On., DC 20250- 

3700 or FDA/Dockate Management Branch (HFA-305), 5630 

Fishers Lane, Rm. 1601, Rockville, MD 20852. All comment6 

eubmitted in reeponse to thia notice wi.3.1 be available for 

publ.ic inspection in the Docket Clerk's1 Office between 6:30 

a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

FOR FURTHER ~NFCIRMATXON CONTACT: Patri.c:k ,I. Clerkin, 

Aseociate U.S. Manager for Codex, IJ.'S. ~odex Office, Food 

Gafety and Inspection Service, Room 4E;rS1, SouLh Building, 

1400 Xndegendence Avenue SW, waeh.ington, UC, 20250; 

Telephons: (2Cl21 205-3760; Fax: (202) 720-3157; or, for the 

OECD Ad Hoc Working Group on Food Safety, Lois Ann Beaver, 

office sf International Programa, FDA, 5600 Fiflhsrs Lance, 

15A16, Rockvilla, MD 2.0852; Telephone: 1301) 827-4480; 

Fax : (301) 443-0235. Persens requirinq D sign language 

3 
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interpreter ox other flpecial accommodaciona should notify 

Patrick J, Clerkin, telephone (202) 2O!i-.3360; Fax: (202) 

720-3157, 

SUPPLEMENTARY INF'ORMATfON: 

Background 

I CODEX COI&TTTER ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Co&x was established in 1962 by two l:Tnited Nations 

organizations, the, Food and Agric~~lturo OrqxIization (FAO) 

and the World health Organization (WHO1 I Co&x is the 

major international organization for encol~raging fair 

internaticmal trade i.n food and p??cst.ect.inq the health and 

economic interests of cont3umer8. Through adoption of food 

etandarde, codes of practice, and other yu.idelinr,e 

developed by its committees, and by promoting their 

adoption and implementation by governmen%s, Codex,seeka to 

entwre that the world's food eupply ia sor,lnd, wholesome, 

free from adulteration, and correct:ly 7 abeled. In the 

United Statee, USDA. FDA, and the Envlvonmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) manage and carry out U.S. C~niiex activities. 

The Codex Committee on ~~enera~ Frjnci.plea was 

esttilished to deal with such proc?edural and general 

matters ae are referred to by the CIxkx A?irrtentarius 

Cotnmiseion. Such matters have inc:l.uderl the establishment 

of the gemeral principles thgt defi.ne the purpoee and scope 

4 
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I 
of the C%dex Alimentaxius, the natrlre af Ccldex standards 

and the forms a'f acceptance by ccluntri.as of Cadtx 

standards, and the development of g-uideLl&ne:a for Codex 
\ 

committees. 

CODEX ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED AT TW PU-BLIC MEETING 

I 
1) Watt&a referred by the Codex Rlimenkariua CornmiSSiOlI 

and other Codex Comtiittees; Documenk: cx/JP 00/a 

2) Risk Analysie 

l Working Principles for kisk Analysis: Documents: 

CL1999/16GP, CX/GP 00/3, Government kommenta CX/GP00/3- 

Add.1 , 

c' Food Safety Objeetivefz; UocumenLr CX/(I;P 00/4 

3) MeaeureB intended to facilitate consensus; Document: 

CX/GP po/5 

I 
4) Composition of the Executive CommS.ttec imd related 

matcE?rS; Document: ClC/GP 00/6 

5) Review of the Statementa of Princjplc 017 the Role of 

Science and the Extent to which Other l".~ctorB are taken 

into acC0Unt ; Docrlments : CX/GP 0017 RoJ.a of science and 

other factors in relation to risk analynia 

61 Revieion of the Code of Ethics for Tnf::e,mational Trade 

in Foods; Dbcumentsr C,L 1999/19-w IX/GP @O/8 L_.___ ' ~._. ---' 

Government ccunment2 CX/cPolOjR-Adrl.~ 
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7) Coneumer Participation in.Co 

matters; Documenta: CX/Gti 00 -- 

CX/CS'OO/ti-Add.1 

OECII AD HOC G!ZOUP ON FOOD SM'ET 

The Ad Hoc Uroup on Food 5 

eeeaion January 24-25, 2000, in 

far Economic Cooperation and De 

eetabliehed by the OECD Council 

to the regueet Fdr reporta on t: 

aopects of food eafety iseued b 

laryeat economiaa in the world: 

UK, Italy, Canada and Russia) a 

Cologne. The Ad Hoc Group on P 

develop a report on national fc 

PO07 

EX work an!3 related 

r . Governrren t. comments, 

tet;y c~onvwrmd for its firat 

paria al; t.k 0rganl. zation 

eloprnerit . T1zri.s group wa8 

&ate last: year in reeponsc 

$technoloqy and other 

1 th-le c-- H 
I ". ' 

!c3roup of 7 

Lfj 
I 

'0 j 
1 .er its ,T~ne 1999 Summit in 

'd W&t!/ wc?ls formed to I? 
1 
: safet.y riystems, includirq 
L 

how controversial issues related,'to biotcc:hnalogy and other 
! 

aspects of food safet;y are manag d, and ,? report ba.sed on 

aubmiesllons from international 0 gnnizet-i.<ins involved in 

food Bafety.’ Theme reports, in form of compendia, as 

wall ae reports from the OIXD Wo king 
f 

Grtxq on 

Harmonization of Regulatory in Niotechnology and 

the OECb Taak Force on Novel and Fe~da will be 

eubmitted to the G-8 in advance t.he 1711'1 y, 2000, Summit 

irl Okinawa. 
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CT) COUUC~ I agreed that the 

mandate for the Ad Safety', WzlS to: 1) 

BUper~i88 mpsnd:ium vf international 

compendium of national 

a repcbrt to the Council 

on the results q.lidance indicated 

.that the final muncil, ,jh&ld reELact 

t,he Secretariat, 

Identify food evalmtione or 
! i. 

policy xecommendation~, be/ fini$ped by the end of April, 
t 

2000, and be baeed bn rx~r&n~ ozmat i nn wi t hout 

undertaking nsw work. 

Yart+cipanta in the Fjrgt of the Ad Hoc Group 

cm Food Safety, which weprswenl:a.t:-ivea from the 

29 OE(SD mem?xr repspsttrr'cat.ive.s from the 

EC Commission, WV to daaign the 

program Of work on Poc.>d Safety. 

Rcpraaentatlvea alsa preeent. as 

obeervere _ co--l&l I')-y TJGDA 

Wlteki and FDA 

'Co~i~~ione~ Jane Henney, Sharon Smith 

from FDA, Sally 
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included Ambas61adOr Banduran.t, &try LaJ;aon, Ptte:r O- 'Thomae 
,,? :.. 
ii 

and Breck Milroy. $ 
j.: >i T, 

TO guide its activities, t&i Ad Hoc Gtroup e;leCted a 

P 

2 
Bur& Chaired 

:: 
E. WJermuth, T$e Netherlarlde. with USDA 

ii y 
Undergecretary koteki and K. To$ltza, Japan, ae Vice-Chairs. 

jj 
The Ad I-kc CJYOUP adapted a $program of work under :-' i :: 

which: ii, ;:. y; >! 
1) 

:$ 
Countriee would submit$J reports Par a compendium 

$ 

Of national foe 
P 

i: 
safety systems ik11a.t woul.cl jxlentify what is :;j 

ii. 
being done to addreee current a? cvnergi.ng food Rafety 

iseuae I 
ii 

,Thc na'ional rcportg sI$xld be T~-,.I.o pages in 
: 4 

length, include fact-.r& inf&mat$on. and have a one-page 

I i :: :: 
Synthesis identifying key princ$lcs, i,. c:hxqes, and areas of 

:,<, 
continuing development, and an c&tjonal 23 11 .nex . Food 

,1 i' 

quality, availability and co=ts,i animal wy(;::lfare nnd 
,::, 

biodivsrsity were cited as emerg& ~B,SLWVI. It: waa agreed 
2 

that member countries might add&n in thrt:ir national 
;i :j 

FeWrtS how Bush non-scientific '$~~~cerns tit:e treated in if 
national decision-making procees,b~ In the lla+,ional reporte. 

-: 6 
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approach and principles" will. I 

countries in their r&parts and 

rslev~lbtr referencsk. Under thl 

secretariat WI.11 present the i: 

precautionary approach and pri: 

manner to the Second Session o 

Safety. 

21 'Selected internation 

Wemlth Ozqanization, the Food 

of the United Nations, the Off 

Epizootics, the World Trade Or 

would ccwtr.ibute to a compendi 

safsty act3vities. 

The Draft: reparte from OE 

international arganizati~ns ar 

by the end of February, 2060, 

C3rouP'e 6ccand sc~sion, schedu 

The time-frame for comple 

HOC Group on Food safety is +e 

agreed that the two compendia 

the end of April 2000 for txan 

Council, to the G-8. 
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nddressed hy member 

optioml, annexes of 

uidanc:c ofi the Bureau, the 

rmnticn received CUI the 

p.w j.n 3 structured 

he Ad Hoc Group on Food 

srganimr:~ons (the World 

A!yricriltme Organization 

c.rf I~lt:e~r.iation&.l 

izaticsn and the OECQI 

of international food 

msmbers and from 

ahort. Participants 

ulrl bE! in suitable form by 

r. tii1 , via the QBCD 
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weekly PSI8 Constituent update, 
II 

,'Q$itiIi in cuwm.micated via fmx 
,;. 

ZCIll a0w Is: 11 00-6Z-qaJ 
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